
 

 

 

 

The Goal: 

To more effectively love, care, 

and minister to the needs of 

people, both in the church and 

community. 

Karen Borchers, 

 Executive Director 
 

1275 Dodge Avenue 

Holstein, Iowa  51025 

Phone: 712-368-2500 

Fax: 712-368-2545 

E-mail: 

Karen@ecumenicalinstitute.org 

Website: 

ecumenicalinstitute.org 

Ecumenical Institute is accredited by: 

The Association for Clinical Pastoral 

Education (ACPE) 

1549 Clairmont Rd, #103, 
Decatur, GA  30033-4611 

404-320-1472 
  www.acpe.edu 

Karen Borchers, an 

alum of Ecumenical 

Institute is the 

Executive Director. 

Educating people to meet 
spiritual needs in the community.  
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Ecumenical Institute… 
 At a Glance 
 

Operating  as a charitable organization  

since 1968, the Ecumenical Institute (EI) has 

been mobilizing pastoral care for the 

residents of Northwest Iowa. Contributions 

are tax deductible. 

EI’s vision is to provide care for humans in 

all conditions of life and offer spiritual 

training to those who assist in that care. 

EI mobilizes pastoral care throughout 

Northwest Iowa by: 

 Providing Certified Pastoral 

Education (CPE) to individuals 

committed to Northwest Iowa-

through classes, workshops, and 

seminars. 

 Mobilizing pastoral care by 

networking together with leaders 

from congregations, civic 

organizations, businesses, and 

community service providers. 

 Empowering pastoral caregivers to 

“pass it on” within their own 

spheres of influence from 

congregations, to the workplace, 

and to the community at large. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Board Members: 

                                                   

                                             

                                            

          

 

The Founder of Ecumenical Institute is 
Chaplain Gene Sitzmann who served 
Northwest Iowa for over 30 years as 
chaplain, pastor and CPE supervisor.  
His vision is to focus on the spiritual 
needs of the rural area and that the 
ministry be financially supported by the 
communities served. 

Educating people to meet 

spiritual needs in the 

community. 
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“I’ve come to realize what really 

matters in this world: helping build 

strong communities, ministering 

to people in their pain, and 

participating in the life that comes from our 

Christian faith.  That is exactly what EI is 

about.  Pastors and lay people are learning to 

live up to their full, God-given potential.  

People’s lives are being changed forever.  

Ministries have been reinvigorated.  Churches 

are benefiting from improved leadership.”  ~ 

Fred Davenport, Jr. EI Founding Board 

Member 

Fall CPE Class of 2008 
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Educating people to 

meet spiritual needs                  

in the community. 

SERVICE AREAS OF OUR 

GRADUATES 

“Iowa’s EI Ministry Graduates” 

Fall CPE Class of 2008 

 

Founder and Emeritus 
Supervisor,  

Gene Sitzmann 


